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St.  Neots  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 

BY 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  condi¬ 
tion  of  your  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS,  M.O.H. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

AREA  (in  acres) — 1,390. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  for  1937  is  4,110. 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  rate  books  at  the 
end  of  1937  was  1,331.  At  the  end  of  1936  the  number  was  1,302. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  in  1937  was  nil. 

The  number  of  houses  demolished  in  1937  was  nil. 

105 'houses  have  been  or  are  in  course  of  erection. 

The  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £84-10-0. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  at  31-12-37  was  £21,744. 


The  chief 

industries  are 

agriculture  and  market  gardening. 

There  are 

also  Malt  Extract  Works,  Motor  Works  and  Flour  Mills. 

• 

CENSUS, 

1931- 

Population. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Families. 

St.  Neots: 

3,081 

830 

832 

Eynesbury : 

1,296 

323 

323 

4,314 

1,153 

1,155 

UNEMPLOYMENT.— The  Superintendent  of  the  St.  Neots  Branch 
Employment  Office  informs  me  that  for  the  week  ending  3rd  January, 
1938,  there  were  in  the  St.  Neots  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  140  male  and 
30  female  on  his  unemployment  list. 

LIVE  BIRTHS.— Male  24,  Female  26,  total  50, 

STILL  BIRTHS. — None  were  recorded. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE.— 1,  Male, 
legitimate . 

The  District  Birth  Rate  was  12.1.  For  England  and  Wales  it  was  15.3. 
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DEATHS —Male,  29,  Female  34,  total  G3. 

The  crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  is 
therefore  15.3.  The  adjusted  death  rate  is  12  (the  comparibility  factor  being 
0.79).  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.4. 

Deaths  from  puerperal,  causes — Nil. 

Ditto  Measles — Nil, 

Ditto  Whooping  Cough — One. 

Ditto  Diarrhoea — Nil . 


Ditto  Infants  under  1  year — 1. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH:— 

Male.  Female. 

Cancer  1  3 

Non-Pulmonary  Tubercle  -  1 

Pulmonary  Tubercle  1 

Influenza  1  3 

Whooping  Cough  -  1 

Peptic  Ulcer  1 

Pneumonia  3  1 

Bronchitis  1  3 

Circulatory  3 

Heart  4  7 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  -  3 

Other  defined  diseases  2  2 

Violence  2 

Suicide  1  1 

Senility  5  5 

Nephritis  1 

Digestive  2  2 

Liver  1  1 

Total  29  34 


Section  B. — General  Provision  of  the  Health  Services 

for  the  Area. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  J.  Cross,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  Tel.  68  St.  Neots. 

Meat  Inspector — J.  Bishop  Young,  F.R.C.V.S.,  F.R.S.I.  Tel.  34. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor — D.  J.  Phillips,  A. R. San. I.  and  M.E., 
also  Certificate  for  Food  and  Meat  Inspector.  Tel.  St.  Neots  122. 

Public  Analyst — S.  Greenberg,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  Tel.  Cambridge  2097. 

All  are  part  time  Officers  except  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  also  per¬ 
forms  the  duties  of  Surveyor. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. — Sputum,  swabs,  blood,  etc.,  are  sent  to 
the  Clinical  Research  Association  or  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  at  the  discretion  of  the  doctor  in  attendance,  and  the  bill  is  paid 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Milk  samples  are  taken  each  quarter  and  sent  to  the  School  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Cambridge, 

Water  and  Foodstuffs  are  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  when  considered 
necessary. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — An  ambulance  wagon  is  kept  at  Wyton 
Sanatorium  and  can  be  used  when  required.  Tel.  Huntingdon  67. 

HUNTS.  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


AMBULANCE. 

The  County  Council  has  obtained  delivery  of  its  new  Austin  Ambulance, 
and  the  vehicle,  with  driver,  is  available  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  public 
within  the  County  at  a  charge  of  6d.  per  mile  run,  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  5s, 

Except  in  cases  of  emergency,  requests  for  the  use  of  the  Ambulance 
should  be  made  through  or  at  the  direction  of  a  Medical  Practitioner. 
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The  Ambulance  is  housed  at  the  Wyton  Sanatorium,  Tel.  No.  Huntingdon 
67,  and  applicants  should  ring  up  this  number  and  ask  for  Ambulance. 

J.  B.  KELLY, 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  at  Gazeley  House,  Huntingdon,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tues¬ 
days  in  each  month  at  11  a.m.  and  at  Peterborough  Hospital  on  the 
same  days  at  2  p.m. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT,  1930. 

Dr.  McDiarmid,  the  Medical  SupeUntendent  of  the  Three  Counties 

Mental  Hospital,  attends  at  Gazeley  House,  Huntingdon,  on  the  1st  and 

3rd  Wednesdays  in  each  month  at  2  p.m.,  and  at  the  County  Clinic 

premises  of  the  U.D.C.  Offices,  High  Street,  Old  Fletton,  on  the  4th 

Wednesday  in  each  month  at  2  p.m. 

ST.  NEOTS  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINIC. 

This  clinic  is  held  on  the  3rd  Thursday  in  each  month  at  the  V.A.D. 
Room,  Huntingdon  Street,  St.  Neots.  The  Assistant  County  M.O.H.  and 
the  two  District  Nurses  attend.  The  members  of  the  Hunts.  20  V.A.D. 
render  most  valuable  assistance. 

The  number  of  infants  registered  during  1937  was  67. 

On  the  1st  Thursday  in  each  month  a  clinic  is  held  for  children  of 
school  age.  This  is  attended  by  the  Assistant  County  M.O.H.  and  the 
County  Health  Vi-itor. 

THE  RED  CROSS  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  in  the  St.  Neots  U.D.C.  Council  Chamber  which  is  lent 
free  of  charge,  the  R.D.C.  subscribe  £5  annually. 

Dr.  Roderick,  O.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.,  attends  on  the  4th  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  11  a.m.  It  is  administered  as  an  extension  from  Addenbrooke’s. 
Miss  Chisholm,  orthopaedic  sister  from  Addenbrooke’s,  also  attends.  The 
members  of  the  Hunts.  20  V.A.D.  render  most  valuable  assistance.  Last 
year  53  patients  attended  (19  f'-om  St.  Neotis  Urban  District,  11  from 
St.  Neots  Rural,  6  from  Eaton  Soeon  Rural,  14  from  Bede.  Rural  and  3 
from  Cambridgeshi'e). 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  is  treated  at  Addenbrooke’e  Hospital.  Times 
of  attendance:  Men — Tuesday  4  p.m.,  Thursdays  8  p.m.;  Women — Tues¬ 
days  3  p.m.,  Thursdays  7  p.m. 

HOSPITALS  (Public  and  Voluntary). 

The  Isolation  Hospital  for  Small  Pox  Patients  is  now  administered  by 

the  II.C.C. 

Instruction  to  Doctors  on  SeHng  a  Cr sz  of  SmcIIpox 

When  a  Doctor  has  a  case  of  suspected  or  definite  Smallpox,  he  should 
ring  up  the  County  Medical  Officer  at  once,  and  if,  for  any  reason,  no 
reply  is  received,  the  call  should  be  transferred  to  Wyton  Sanatorium. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Stone'.y,  which  is  under  the  Huntingdonshire 
County  Council,  is  partially  equipped,  but  the  necessary  bedding,  etc.,  is 
being  kept  in  dry  storage  and  is  available  at  any  moment.  On  receipt,  of 
the  message  that  the  Hospital  is  likely  to  be  required,  the  County  Medical 
Officer  will  immediately  make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the 
patient . 

The  telephone  numbers  a~e  as  follows: — County  Medical  Officer  (Office), 
Huntingdon  81;  County  Medical  Officer  (Private 'House),  Huntingdon  286; 
Wyton  Sanatorium,  Huntingdon  67. 

C.  B.  Moss-Blundell, 

County  Medical  Officer. 

Caaes  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  can  be  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Huntingdon  (Tel.  Huntingdon  59). 

Accidents  and  cases  of  severe  non-infectious  disease  can  be  sent  to 
the  County  Hospital  (Tel.  Huntingdon  89). 

TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  at  Huntingdon  on  Mondays  between  the  hours  of  10  a.m. 
and  1  p.m.  under  tl.e  supervision  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


St.  Neots,  Eyne-S'biu'y  and  District  Nursing  Association  Rules:  — 

The  services  of  the  Nurse  for  general  sick  nursing  may  be  secured  by 
payment  of  an  Annual  Subscription  of  6s.  This  subscription  to  cover 
Parents  and  Children  under  18  years.  Children  18  years  and  over  resid¬ 
ing  at  home  2s.  each. 

Members  (who  have  been  subscribers  to  the  Nursing  Association  for 
not  less  than  twelve  calendar  months,  and  whose  subscription  is  fully 
paid  up). 


Eor  the  services  of  the  Nurse  as  a  Midwife,  i.e., 

when  no  Doctor  is  in  attendance  ...  1  0  0 

As  a  Maternity  Nurse  with  Doctor  ...  15  0 

Non-members — 

Midwifery  ...  2  0  0 

Maternity  ...  1  10  0 

Exceptional  cases,  for  example,  expectant  mothers  who  have  recently 

come  into  the  district,  will  be  treated  on  their  merits. 

Attendance  at  operations  from  5s. 

The  Nurses’  services  if  not  required  for  members,  may  be  supplied  bo 
non-members  at  a  charge  of  2s.  6d.  for  the  first  visit,  and  Is.  each 
successive  visit,  but  not  exceeding  7s.  fid.  per  week  in  all.  The  account 
for  such  services  shall  be  sent  direct  to  the  patient  by  the  Honorary 
Secretary. 


Subscribers  who  have  allowed  their  subscriptions  to  lapse  for  one 
year  or  longer,  may  rejoin  bv  paying  a  subscription  for  one  year  back 
as  well  as  the _  subscription  for  the  current  year.  Persons  whose  sub¬ 
scriptions  are  six  months  in  nrrear,  will  be  treated  as  non-subscribers  if 
needing  the  Nurse. 

Edith  M.  Jordan,  Hon.  Secretary. 


Air  Raid  Precautions. 

The  St.  Neots  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  have  combined  and  formed 
a  Joint  Committee  for  A.R.P.  purposes. 

DIRECTING  AUTHORITY. — The  Directing  Authority  is  the  Hunts. 
County  Council  A.R.P.  Executive  Committee  (Central  Committee). 

CHAIRMAN.— Sir  John  Scott,  K.B.E.,  C.M.G. 

HON.  SECRETARY. — Surgeon  Commander  A.  S.  G.  Bell,  R.N.,  D.L. 

DIVISIONAL  COMMITTEE. — St.  Neots  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

THEIR  DUTIES. — To  organise  and  exercise  control  over  all  A.R.P. 
Services  and  more  especially  at  once  to  appoint  a  Divisional  Director  and 
two  Deputy  Divisional  Directors,  a  Divisional  Transport  Officer,  Divisional 
Enrolment  Officer;  to  enrol  the  requisite  Personnel;  to  arrange  classes 
for  their  instruction;  to  apply  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Instruction 
Sub-Committee  (Dr.  E.  J.  Cross)  or  Surgeon-Commander.  A.  G.  Bell,  for 
qualified  lecturers ;  to  ear-mark  buildings  for  First  Aid  Post?,  Public  Shelters 
and  Storage  of  Equipment. 

DIVISIONAL  DIRECTOR.— Walter  Sabey,  Esq.,  Ford  House,  St.  Neots. 
Tel.  St.  Neots  17. 

DEPUTY  DIVISIONAL  DIRECTORS.— 

DIVISIONAL  TRANSPORT  OFFICER.— Mr.  Shaw,  Phoenix  House, 
St.  Neots. 

DIVISIONAL  ENROLMENT  OFFICER.— 

For  St.  Neots  and  Eynesbury  it  is  proposed  to  enrol  36  Air  Raid 
Wardens,  18  Fire  Wardens,  1  Rescue  Party  consisting  of  8  men,  2 
Ambulance  Parties  consisting  of  4  men  and  2  women  in  each  (12),  2 
First  Aid  Posts  consisting  of  30  women  and  5  men  in  each  (70),  total 
personnel  required — men  90,  women  64,  total  154. 

For  Buckden:  2  Head  Air  Raid  Warden^,  8  Air  Wardens,  6  Fire 
Wardens,  1  Combined  Ambulance  and  Rescue  Party  (6  men  and  2  women), 
2  small  First  Aid  Posts  (1  man  and  5  women  in  each),  total  36. 

Kimbolton:  2  Head  Air  Raid  Wardens,  8  Air  Wardens,  6  Fire  Wardens, 
1  _  Combined  Ambulance  and  Rescue  Party  (6  men  and  2  women)  and  a 
First  Aid  Post  (30  women  and  5  men),  total  59. 

Great  Staughton:  2  Head  Air  Raid  Wardens,  4  Air  Raid  Wardens, 
6  Fire  Wardens,  1  Combined  Ambulance  and  Rescue  Party  (6  men  and  2 
yvomen)  and  1  small  First  Aid  Post  (1  man  and  5  women),  total  26, 
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The  Offords:  2  Head  Air  Raid  Wardens  and  4  Air  Raid  Wardens,  6 
Fire  Wardens,  1  Combined  Ambulance  and  Rescue  Party  (6  men  and  2 
women).  First  Aid  Post  (6),  total  26. 

St.  Neots:  17  women  and  17  men  have  obtained  the  B.R.C.S.  1st 
certificate  in  anti-gas  measures.  5  women  have  obtained  the  2nd  certificate 
also, 

Buckden:  15  certificates  have  been  granted, 

Great  Staughton:  12  certificates  granted. 

Kimbolton. — 18  certificates  granted. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  water  supply  continue®  to  be  satisfactory  in  both  quantity  and 
quality. 

Attached  are  the  result®  of  the  Bacteriological  Examination  by  Dr. 
Henwood  Harvey  and  the  chemical  examination  by  myself. 

1st  September,  1937. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ST.  NEOTS  TOWN  WATER, 

Bacteriological  Laboratory, 
Cambridge, 

6th  July,  1937. 

No  growth  whatsoever  obtained  from  the  standard  volumes  (1  cc.  and 
lesser  amounts)  used  for  counting. 

No  indicator  organisms  were  found  in  60  cc.  or  smaller  amounts. 

In  30  cc.  volumes  a  slow  lactose  fermenter  and  non-indol  producer  was 
found.  This  wa®  not  present  in  lesser  volumes. 

No  member  of  the  typhoid-dysentery  group  of  bacteria  was  found. 

This  specimen  of  water  from  the  Old  Pumping  Station  proved  to  be 
exceptionally  free  from  viable  bacteria. 

(Signed)  W.  Henwood  Harvey. 

Dr.  Harvey  writes:  “My  results  were  so  unusual.  I  re-tested  the 
counting  part  (the  water  having  been  stored  in  the  cool  chamber  mean¬ 
while),  but  the  result®  were  the  same.  I  should  be  very  grateful  il 
you  could  tell  me  if  the  water  supply  is  treated  in  any  way..  It  is' 
very  unusual  to  find  a  water  so  free  from  bacteria,  especially  during  the 
summer  months.” 


The  sample  sent  was  untreated  in  any  way.  It  was  collected  by  your 
Engineer  a  few  days  after  very  heavy  rain,  a®  I  considered  if  there  were 
any  impurity  this  would  be  the  time  'to  detect  it. 

22nd  December,  1937. 

EXAMINATION  OF  ST.  NEOTS  TOWN  WATER. 

Colour  in  6in.  Column. — Clear  and  bright.  No  turbidity. 

Odour. — None  detected. 

Reaction.- — Faintly  Alkaline  .PH  7.6. 

Chlorine. — About  5  pts.  per  100,000. 

Free  Ammonia. — Nil. 

Nitrites. — Nil. 

Nitrates. — About  0.05  pts.  per  100,000. 

In  my  opinion  this  is  a  very  good  water  indeed.  I  practically  never 
find  any  change  in  the  result  of  my  analysis. 


2nd  December,  1937. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A  SAMPLE  OF  WATER 
FROM  MR.  EDWARDS’  COTTAGES,  OLD  SCHOOL  YARD. 
Source  and  Risk  of  Pollution. — Shallow  well  in  garden. 

Colour  in  6in.  Col. — Clear  and  bright. 

Odour. — None  detected. 

Free  Ammonia. — No  evident  trace. 

Chlorine. — About  12  pts.  per  100,000.  Equivalent  of  common  salt  about 
20  pts,  per  100,000. 


Nitrites, — -No  trace. 

Nitrates. — About  0.5  per  100,000. 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  15  min.  at  100  deg.  C. — About  0.3  pts.  per  100,000. 
Inference. — A  much  better  water  than  I  expected  to  find.  I  mistrust 
all  shallow  wells  and  think  it  would  be  wise  to  connect  the  town  supply. 

Drainage  and  Sewers. 

DRAT  NAG  hi  AND  SEWERAGE. — New  Sewage  works  are  under  con¬ 
sideration.  Undoubtedly  a  new  scheme  is  badly  needed.  The  majority  of 
sewers  in  the  district  are  below  flood  level  in  the  river.  The  district  is 
extremely  flat  and  very  difficult  to  drain.  Under  the  present  system  rain 
water  falling  on  the  roads,  roofs,  backyards,  etc.,  is  admitted  into  the 
sewers.  Since  this  would  entail  an  unnecessary  amount  of  pumping  in, 
the  new  system  should  be  on  the  separate  and  not  the  combined  plan  as 
at  present. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SANITARY 

INSPECTION.- — See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (attached). 

SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Schools 
is  satisfactory .  Tire  memorandum  on  closure  and  exclusion  from  school  is 
conscientiously  observed. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  ...  584 

Total  number  of  notices  served  ...  126 

Informal  ...  126 

Statutory  ...  None 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  ...  19 

Premises,  Houses,  etc. 

Number  inspected  ...  19 

Nuisances'  abated  ...  19 

Pool,  ditch,  gutter,  watercourse 

Number  inspected  ...  4 

Nuisance®  abated  ...  4 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Number  inspected  ...  Nil 

Nuisance®  abated  ...  Nil 

Privy,  urinal,  cesspool,  ashpit 

Number  inspected  ...  5 

Nuisances'  abated  ...  5 

Drain,  drain-taps,  etc.,  etc. 

Number  inspected  ...  32 

Nuisances  abated  ...  14 

House,  or  part  thereof,  overcrowded 

Number  inspected  ...  18 

(Survey  under  Table  II) 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Number  of  observations  ...  6 

Nuisances  abated  ...  1 

Offensive  accumulations 

Number  inspected  ...  4 

Nuisances  abated  ...  4 

Other  sanitary  conditions 

Number  inspected  ...  14 

Nuisances  abated  ...  6 

Lodging  houses 

Number  registered  ...  1 

Number  of  inspections  ...  4 

Slaughter  houses 

Number  licensed  or  registered  ...  9 

Number  of  inspections  ...  22 

Offensive  trades 

Number  established  ...  1 

Number  of  inspections  ...  5 
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Canal  boats 

Number  registered 
Number  of  inspections 

Number  with  infectious  diseases  on  board 
Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  houses  condemned 
Number  closed 

Number  cleaned  and  limewashed 
Food — seizures  of  unwholesome 

15  lbs.  tinned  hams. 


Infectious  diseases 

Houses  affected  with  ...  4 

Houses  inspected  ...  8 

Number  of  inspections  ...  16 

Houses  disinfected  ...  4 

Schools  disinfected  ...  8 . 

Disinfectant  used  ...  Formalin 


Dots  of  clothing  disinfected 
Lots  of  clothing  destroyed 
Privy  middens 

New  provided 
Number  repaired 
Number  converted  to  pails 
Number  converted  to  W.C.’s 
Pail  or  earth  closets 
New  provided 


Number  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  8 

Water  closets 

New  provided  ...  10 

Number  supplied  with  water  ...  10 

Ashpits 

New  provided  _  ...  — 

Number  converted  to  ashbins  ...  6 

Ashbins 

New  provided  ...  16 

Water  supply 

Public  supply  substituted  for  well  or  pond  ...  3 

Housing,  etc..  Act,  1936 

Number  houses  closed  ...  — 

Number  houses  made  habitable  ...  28 

Number  houses  demolished  ...  — 

Building  Bye  Laws  adopted  ?  ...  Yes 

Total  Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  ...  — 

Convictions  ...  — 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Workshops 

Total  number  on  register  (including  bakehouses)  30 


Number  in  which  nuisances  abated  ...  5 

Bakehouses 

Number  on  register  ...  9 

Number  in  which  nuisance  abated  ...  2 

Home  Work 

Number  of  outworkers  ...  1 

Number  of  houses  ...  1 

Number  of  infected  houses  ...  — 


Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  ...  — 

Convictions  ...  — 

D.  J.  Phillips, 

24th  March,  1938.  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

1 . — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces — 
Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

Inspections  ...  39 

Written  notices  ...  3 
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Worksihips  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Inspections  _  ...  28 

Written  notices  ...  5 

Workplaces  (other  than  outworkers’  premises) 

Inspections  ...  8 

Written  notices  ...  2 

Total  inspections  ...  75 

Total  written  notices  ...  10 

Occupiers  prosecuted  ...  None 


2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Total  number  of  defects  found  ...  10 

Total  number  of  defects  remedied  ...  10 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders. 

Dairymen,  Cow  keepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  (Milk  Sellers) — 

Number  in  District  ...  15 

Number  Registered  ...  15 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Premises  _  ...  44 

Number  of  Inspections  during  Milking  Time  ...  26 

Number  of  Premises  requiring  Whitewashing,  Cleansing, 

etc .  ...  6 

Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority 

were  earned  out  ...  6 

Number  of  Premises  requiring  Structural  or  Sanitary 

Improvements  ...  1 

Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority 

were  carried  out  ...  1 

Have  Regulations,  been  adopted  ?  ...  Yes 

Number  of  Premises  with  Well  Water  Supply  ...  4 

Number  of  Premises  with  Well  Water  Supply  from 

which  water  analysed  ...  Nil 

Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  (Butter  and  Cheese  Makers) — • 
Number  in  District  ...  Nil 

D.  J.  Phillips, 

24th  March,  1938.  Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  Milk  Advisory  Laboratory, 
School  of  Agriculture, 
Cambridge, 

August  21st,  1937. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  tests  completed  here  from  the 
sample  of  milk  taken  by  you  on  18th  instant:— 

Bacteria  per  c.c — 160.000. 

Coliform  Organisms  found  in  1/1000  c.c. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  J.  Saunders. 


Dear  Sir, 


The  Milk  Advisory  Laboratory, 
School  of  Agriculture, 
Cambridge, 

August  27th,  1937. 


The  following  are  the  results  of  the  tests  completed  here  from  the 
sample  of  milk  taken  by  you  on  24th  instant: — 

Bacteria  per  c.c. — 320.000. 

Coliform  Organisms  found  in  1/1C00  c.c. 

Sample  26  hours  old  on  analysis. 


Yours  faithfully, 

E.  J.  Saunders. 
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I>ear  Sir, 


School  of  Agriculture, 

Cambridge, 

September  3rd,  1937. 


The  following  are  the  results  of  analysis  of  milk  samples  received  from 
your  Authority  on  31st  ult.  and  1st  inst.: — 


Count. 

Coli, 

25,600 

1/1000 

136,000 

1/1000 

115,000 

1/1000 

37,600 

n.f. 

48.400 

1/1000 

128,000 

1/1000 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  D.  Oxley, 


Sanitary  Table. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Any  development  during  1937  ? — Extended  service  for  new  Council 
Houses  in  Potton  Road,  Eynesbury;  and  Almond  Road,  St.  Neots. 
Any  insufficiency,  and  where  ? — None. 

Any  curtailment  ? — None. 

Any  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where  ? — No. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Any  development  during  1937  ? — New  sewers  for  Council  Houses  in 
Potton  Road,  Eynesbury;  and  Almond  Road,  St.  Neots. 
Developments  still  needed  ? — Yes. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints  as  to  smells? — 
Yes. 

Number  of  siink-wastes  disconnected  during  1937 — Nil. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  Privies  with  open  Middens — Nil. 

Number  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets- — About  650. 

Number  of  Water  Closets — 400. 

Number  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1937 — (a)  as  W.C.’s  4;  (b) 
other  4. 

Number  of  additional  Closets  newly  constructed  for  old  property  in 
1937  (a)  W.C.’s— 8;  (b)  other— Nil. 

Number  of  Closets  constructed  in  1937  for  new  houses  (a)  W.C.’s — 10; 
(b)  other — Nil. 

SCAVENGING. 

How  is  Refuse  disposed  of  (a)  Destructor — No;  (b)  Tips — Controlled 
Tipping;  (c)  Farmers — No. 

Total  annual  cost  ? — £300  approx. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? — No. 

Any  change  during  1937  ? — No. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTION. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  in  1937 — 177. 

Informal  Notices  served — 53.  Complied  with — 52. 

Statutory  .Notices  served — Nil . 

Total  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1936 — 3.  At  close  of 
1937—2. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  reported  during  1937 — 29.  Abated  during 
1937—27. 

Total  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings — None. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  in  district — 1. 

Number  on  Register — 1. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made — 4. 

General  condition — Very  satisfactory . 

Legal  Proceedings — Nil. 
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KNACKERS’  YARDS. 

Number  in  district — 1. 

Number  on  Register — 1. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made — 3. 

General  condition — Very  satisfactory. 

Legal  Proceedings — Nil. 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offensive  trades, 
e.g.,  Fish-frying,  Maggot-breeding,  etc.? — No. 

SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  visits  to  Schools — 10. 

Action  taken — None. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  for  S.A.  for  bacteriological 
examination — 9 . 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows  ? — Under 
County  Administration. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1937  ? — No.  _ 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  district — 11.  Number  registered — -11. 
Number  of  Milk  Sellers— 15.  Number  registered — 15. 

Total  number  of  Cowsheds- — 11.  Number  of  Inspections  in  1937 — 44. 
General  Condition — Satisfactory . 

Approx,  number  of  Milch  Cows  in  District — 130.  Any  insufficiency  in 
Milk  Supply — No. 

Legal  proceedings  under  D.C.M.  Orders — None. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk  sent  ? — No. 
OTHER  FOODS. 

Number  of  samples  (other  than  milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A.  for 
examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Apts — None. 

Number  of  surrenders  of  unsound  food — 1.  Kind  and  quantity — 15  lbs. 
tinned  ham. 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses — 8.  Number  Registered — 8.  Kind  and 

Condition — Satisfactory. 

HOUSING. 

Is  there  any  scarcity  of  houses,  and  where?— Yes. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ? — Yes. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where  ? — 64  Council  Houses 
in  course  of  construction. 

Number  of  new  houses  built  in  1937 — Nil. 

Are  there  any  working-class  dwellings  erected  by  the  S.A.  ? — Yes. 

Any  Town  Planning  Scheme  contemplated  ? — Yes. 

Who  has  been  designated  as  the  Inspecting  Officer  under  Article  II  of 
the  Housing  Regulations,  1910  ? — D.  J.  Phillips. 

Action  under  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910:  — 
Number  of  houses  inspected — 298.  Number  found  unfit — 74. 

Number  of  representations  made  to  L.A. — 100.  Number  of  Closing 

Orders — 3. 

Number  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders — 23. 

Are  records  submitted  to  L.A.  at  each  ordinary  Meeting  ? — Yes. 

Other  ordinary  house  inspections— 198. 

Any  cellar  dwellings  ? — None. 

Number  of  houses  unfit,  but  still  occupied — 92. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Any  smoke  nuisances,  and  where  ? — From  the  Mill,  Priory  Lane,  St. 
Neots. 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken — 6. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Parts  or  Sections  in  Force — 
Sections  13,  52.  Date  of  Adoption — 6-7-1897. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  or  Sections  in  Force— 
None . 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890 — Yes. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907 — Yes. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 — No. 
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BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances — 13-2-1892. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — Ditto. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings — Ditto. 

Offensive  Trades— Ditto. 

Mortuaries — None . 

New  Streets  and  Buildings — P.H.  Acts,  1875,  10-6-36. 

Slaughter  Houses — 26-6-26. 

Tents  and  Vans — 8-5-1929. 

Cemeteries — N  one . 

Markets  and  Fairs — 4-3-1931. 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  shops  Order — 4-11-1890. 
Does  the  M.O.H.  possess  a  printed  copy  of  each  of  the  Byelaws  which 
are  operative  ? — Yes. 

Are  any  other  Byelaws  needed  ? — New  Byelaws  will  have  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Is  Hospital  accommodation  adequate  and  sufficient  ? — Yes. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS  AND  INVESTIGATIONS. 

Reports  of  individual  unfit  houses,  and  not  capable  of  repair  at  a 
reasonable  cost. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

What  Mortuary  accommodation  for  accidents — Mortuary  recently  built. 
Number  of  Burial  Grounds — 2.  Any  need  for  extension — St.  Neots 
Cemetery  presently  extended. 

Are  there  any  Maggot  Breeding  Establishments  in  District  ? — No. 
SANITARY  STAFF. 

Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — D.  J.  Phillips. 

Annual  Salary  as  Inspector — £175. 

Other  appointments  held — -Surveyor. 

Salary  for  such  other  appointments— £125. 

Any  Assistants  ? — No. 


Housing. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts — 298. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — 355. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925 — 100’. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — 120. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion — 77. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation — 23. 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  L.A.  or  their  Officers — 104. 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — ■ 
(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs — Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acte— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied — 23. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices — 

By  Owners — 23. 

By  L.A. —Nil. 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  H. A. ,1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  liouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition. 

Orders  were  made — 77. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demoli¬ 

tion  Orders — Nil  up  to  31st  December. 

An  undertaking  that  the  houses  will  not  be  again  used  for 
human  habitation  has  been  given  and  accepted  in  the  case 
of  three  dwelling  houses.  19  out  of  the  77  have  been  passed 
for  improvement,  the  owners  being  willing  to  incur  what  I 
consider  unreasonable  expense.  Four  more  are  still  under 
consideration . 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year — 21. 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein — 21. 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein — 130. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year— 

None. 

(c)  Number  of  cas©3  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year — None. 
Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases — None. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  L.A.  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding — None . 


GENERAL  NOTES  RE  HOUSING  PROGRAMME. 

The  total  number  of  reports-  made  to  the  Council  on  houses 
considered  unfit.  for  occupation  and  not  repairable  at 
reasonable  cost  is 

Demolition  orders  have  been  made  in  respect  of  ...  105 

Houses  actually  repaired  ...  4 

Houses  in  course  of  repair  ...  12 

Undertakings  accepted  by  the  Council  ...  9 

Houses  voluntarily  demolished,  tenants  being  provided  with 

accommodation  other,  than. in  Council  Houses  ...  4 

Matters  still  under  consideration  ...  4 


138 


138 


138 


Houses  have  been,  or  will  be,  provided  to  cover  the 

demolitions  ...  105 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  have  been  given  9 
Matters  still  under  consideration,  probably  two  further 

demolition  orders  will  be  made,  say  ...  2 


116 


Towards  this  number  houses  have  been  erected  at  The 
Crescent,  St.  Neots,  20,  accommodating  families,  from 
21  houses  (a  father  and  daughter  previously  living  in 
separate  bouses,  now  occupying  one  bouse)  ...  21 

Houses  erected  at  Potton  Road,  Eynesbury,  some  of 
which  will  be  let  before  31s.t  March,  1938,  but  none 
of  which  was  available  until  late  in  January,  1938  36 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  Almond  Road,  St.  Neots  28 


85 

Anticipated  further  houses  required  ...  28 

Tenants  of  unfit  houses  who  have  ceased  occupation  by 

death,  etc.  ...  3 


116 


THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

How  many  working  class  bouses,  as  defined  by  the  Act,  have  you  in 
your  area  ? — 1068  where  rateable  value  does  not  exceed  £16,  160  whore 
rateable  value  exceeds  £16  but  does  not  exceed  £26. 

Section  4, 

Have  all  rent  books  the  name  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  inscribed 
therein,  or  has  the  name  and  address  been  delivered  to  the  tenants 
in  writing  in  cases  where  no  rent  book  is  in  use  ? — No.  All  tenants 
of  houses  and  landlords  have  boon  notified  of  the  requirements. 
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Section  5. 

Is  the  routine  inspection  of  houses  being  satisfactorily  carried  out  and 
are  records  being  kept  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Minister  may 
prescribe?  P.S. — This  question  refers  to  routine  inspection  and 

not  to  casual  visits  on  receipt  of  complaints. — -Yes. 

Section  6. 

Have  you  in  force  bye-laws  relating  to  working  class  houses,  and  if 
so  will  you  please  send  me  a  copy  ? — No. 

Sections  9  and  10. 

In  the  case  of  your  Authority  serving  a  notice  on  the  owner  to  repair 
an  insanitary  house,  what  is  the  usual  length  of  time  which  you 
give  him,  and  in  how  many  cases  has  the  owner  not  complied  ? — 14 
to  21  days,  according  to  circumstances.  No  case  of  non-compliance. 
Section  1 1 . 

When  your  Authority  makes  an  Order  for  the  demolition  of  insanitary 
houses,  what  period  does  it  allow  for  the  demolition  to  be  effected  ? 
— Six  weeks. 

Section  14. 

Are  any  premises  used  in  contravention  to  an  Order  made  by  your 
Authority  under  this  Section  ? — No. 

Section  18. 

Has  your  Authority  ever  taken  advantage  of  this  Section  to  make  a 
removal  allowance  for  a  person  displaced  by  this  Order  ? — No. 
Section  23. 

This  refers  to  caravans,  etc.  Has  advantage  been  taken  of  this  section 
relating  to  such  dwellings  ? — There  is  no  caravan  in  this  district 
unfit  for  occupation. 

Section  57  (Schedule  5). 

(a)  In  the  course  of  your  investigations  how  many  houses  have  you 
found  to  be  overcrowded  ? — 21,  but  some  of  these  are  also  unfit, 
and  therefore  tenants  will  be  provided  with  houses  now  being 
erected . 

(b)  How  many  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  remedied  ? — None. 

(c)  How  many  houses  remained  overcrowded  on  31st  December,  1937  ? — 
21. 

Section  59. 

How  many  landlords  have  keen 

(a)  Notified  of  overcrowding  ? — None,  formally. 

(b)  Convicted  ? — None. 

Section  62. 

Do  all  or  the  majority  of  rent  books  contain  a  summary  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  as  set  out  in  this  Section  ? — No. 

Section  64 . 

How  many  landlords  have  informed  the  Authority  that  their  premises 
are  overcrowded  ? — None. 

TABLES  RE  HOUSING  AT  END  OF  REPORT. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Constant  supervision  is  kept  over  the  milk  supply. 

Clean  Milk  Instructions  are  given  to  each  cow-keeper. 

Eight  samples  have  been  bacteriologically  examined  during  the  year 
(see  attached  reports). 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

All  the  butcher’s  shops,  vans,  slaughter  houses,  etc.,  are  kept  under 
regular  observation  by  the  Meat  Inspector,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself 
(M.O.H.);  also  all  places  where  food  is  served. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

In  December,  1937,  the  U.D.C.  of  St.  Neots  resolved  that  Section  1 
of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  shall  on  and  from  the  17th  day  of 
January,  1938,  apply  to  sheep,  ewes,  wethers,  rams  and  lambs. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

Nothing  has  been  needed.  If  necessary,  samples  would  have  been  sent 
to  Dr.  Henwood  Harvey,  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  37,  Green  Street, 
Cambridge,  or  to  Mr.  S.  Greenberg,  Public  Analyst,  Cambridge.  Milk 
is  usually  sent  to  the  School  of  Agriculture,  Downing  Street,  Cambridge. 
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NUTRITION. 

No  steps  towards  dissemination  of  knowledge  have  been  taken  with 
the  exception  of  some  voluntary  lectures  to  the  Voluntary  Aid  Detach¬ 
ment  (20  Hunts.). 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  during  year  ending  31st  December,  1937 — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Sheep  and 
Calves.  Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  ...  1000 

200 

150  2000 

3000 

Number  inspected— 

Routine  inspection  about  25%  of  total. 

All  diseases,  except  Tuberculosis,  whole 
carcases  condemned 

1 

5 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

2 

1 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  About  1% 


Tuberculosis  only,  whole  carcases  condemned  3 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

condemned  5 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

with  Tuberculosis  About  1  % 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 
other  Disease. 

During  the  year  ending  31sf  December,  1937,  only  16  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  notified,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  3  (all  removed  promptly  to  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital),  Pneumonia  9  (1  removed  to  Hospital),  Puerperal  Fever  1 
(treated  successfully  at  home).  Erysipelas  2,  Pulmonary  Tubercle  1, 
total  16. 

Less  Tubercle  has  been  notified  in  the  district  during  the  last  few 
years.  I  attribute  this  to  the  increased  supervision  of  the  milk  supply 
and  better  housing  conditions. 

Four  sputums  were  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Laboratory  to  be 
examined  for  Tubercl:e  Bacilli. — All  were  negative. 

Three  “swabings”  from  throats  were  sent  to  be  examined  for  Diphtheria. 
— All  were  negative. 

One  sample  of  blood  was  sent  to  be  examined  for  Syphilis. — It  was 
negative. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  case  was  notified  prior  to  1st  April,  1937.  Since  that  date  cases 
are  notified  direct  to  the  County  M.O.H. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  lias  been  necessary  (Section  68,  P.H.A.,  1925). 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Only  1  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (a  Female  aet  24  years)  was 
notified  last  year.  No  case  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notified. 

On  the  31st  December,  1937,  there  were  43  cases  of  pulmonary  (male 
22  and  female  21)  and  37  of  non-pulmonary  tubercle  (19  male  and  18 
female)  on  the  register.  The  population  of  the  district  i9  4,110  (esitima ted). 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  there  are  no  persons  afflicted 
with  tuberculosis  who  a-re  engaged  in  the  milk  business  in  the  district. 

ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNIZATION. 

In  June,  1927,  my  Council  authorised  me  to  supply  free  of  cost  to  any 
registered  medical  practitioner  in  their  district  the  necessary  material  for 
for  Schick,  Dick  or  other  recognized  tests  and  to  supply  also  free  of  cost 
immunizing  material  against  Enteric,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  etc.  Their 
only  restriction  being  that  the  Practitioner  should  work  in  conjunction  with 
their  M.O.PI.  Very  little  advantage  has  been  taken  of  this  concession. 
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SCHOOLS,  CLOSURE  OF. 

St.  Neots  C.  of  E.  Girls*  was  closed  from  12th  January  to  26tli  on. 
account  of  Influenza. 

St.  Neots  C.  of  E.  Boys’  was  closed  from  12th  January  to  26th  on 
account  of  Influenza. 

St.  Neots  Council  Infants’  was  closed  from  12th  January  to  26th  on 
account  of  Influenza,  and  from  15th  February  to  2nd  March  on  account 
of  coughs  and  colds. 

Eynesbury  C.  of  E.  Infants’  was  closed  from  21st  January  to  4th 
February  on  account  of  Influenza. 

Eynesbury  C.  of  E.  Mixed  was  closed  from  21st  January  to  4th 
February  for  the  same  reason. 

St.  Neots  Council  Mixed  was  closed  from  12th  January  to  26th 
January  because  of  Influenza. 


USEFUL  TELEPHONE 

The  Clerk  to  the  U.D.C. 

The  Clerk  to  the  R.D.C. 

The  M.O.II. 

Sanitary  Inspector 
Waterworks  Engineer 
Police 

Isolation  Hospital 
County  Hospital 
County  M.O.H. 

Ambulance 
Labour  Exchange 


NUMBERS. 

St.  Neots  122 
St.  Neots  34 
St.  Neots  68 
St.  Neots  122 
St.  Neots  122 
St.  Neots  19 
Huntingdon  59 
Huntingdon  89 
Huntingdon  81 
Huntingdon  67 
St.  Neots  175 


List  of  Registered  Cowkeepers. 

Smith,  J.  R.,  Manor  Farm,  Cambridge  Street. 

Pibworth,  N.,  Cambridge  Street. 

Cambers,  A.,  3,  Shorthands,  Cambridge  Street. 

Cambers,  A.  S.,  79,  Huntingdon  Street. 

Boswell,  A.  S.,  East  Street  (cows  at  Sandfield). 

Plarvey,  E.,  Berkley  Street,  Eynesbury. 

Hall,  W.,  Berkley  Street,  Eynesbury. 

Hall,  A.,  Berkley  Street,  Eynesbury. 

Maddy,  G.,  Berkley  Street,  Eynesbury. 

Harvey,  W.,  Luke  Street,  Eynesbury. 

List  of  Registered  Milk  Sellers. 

Wallace,  Cambridge  Street,  St.  Neots. 

Jackson,  St.  Mary’s  Street,  Eynesbury. 

Bull,  II.,  Tempsford. 

Coville,  J.  F.,  Great  Paxton. 

Bowers,  S.,  Bedford  Street,  St.  Neots. 


List  of  Slaughter  Houses. 

Bartlett,  J.,  25,  Huntingdon  Street,  St.  Neots. 
Bonham  and  Sons,  High  Street,  St.  Neots. 

Abraham,  G.  B.,  High  Street,  St.  Neots. 

Eayrs,  W.,  Priory  Lane,  St.  Neots. 

Hunt,  D.  A.,  14,  Huntingdon  Street,  St.  Neots. 
Neaverson,  C.  B.,  High  Street,  St.  Neots. 

Stocker,  F.,  St.  Mary’s  Street,  Eynesbury. 

Sharman  and  Sons,  Berkley  Street,  Eynesbury. 
Mortimer,  W.  R.,  High  Street,  St.  Neots. 

Offensive  Trade. 

Beeson  Bros.,  97,  Huntingdon  Street  (knackers). 
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List  of  Factories. 

Atkinson,  A.  W.,  High  Street;  Sawmill. 

Bennett,  J.,  Bedford  Street;  Motor  Repairs. 

Hunts.  Motor  Company,  Cambridge  Street;  Electric. 

Huckle,  C.  H.,  New  Street;  Boot  Repairs. 

Hale,  J.,  High  Street;  Laundry. 

Ibbett,  A.,  South  Street;  Engineer. 

Ireland  Bros.,  New  Street;  Motors. 

James,  Mrs.  E.,  The  Pavilion;  Electric  Glen. 

Jordan  and  Addington,  L.N.E.R.  Station;  Grist. 

Jordan  and  Addington,  Market  Place;  Seeds. 

Jordan  and  Addington,  The  Priory;  Grinding. 

Jordan  and  Addington,  St.  Mary’s  Street;  Mineral  Waters. 
Fields  and  Pateman,  Huntingdon'  Street;  Motors. 

Lynn,  II.  W.,  High  Street;  Machine  Repairs. 

St.  Neots  Gas  Company,  Bedford  Street;  Gas  Works. 

St.  Neots  Co-op.  Society,  Berkley  Street;  Baker. 

St.  Neots  Co-op.  Society,  Huntingdon  Street;  Baker. 

Paine  and  Co.,  Bedford  Street;  Flour  Mill. 

Paine  and  Co.,  Bedford  Street;  Malting. 

Paine  and  Co.,  Bedford  Street;  Malt. 

Paine  and  Co.,  Brook  Street;  Malt  Extract. 

Paine  and  Co.,  Brook  Street ;  Bottling. 

Paine  and  Co.,  Market  Place;  Flour. 

Paine  and  Co.,  Market  Place;  Beer. 

Priory  Cafe,  Market  Place;  Baker. 

Tomson,  P.  C.,  Market  Square;  Printing  Works. 

Tebbutt,  C.  G.,  St.  Mary’s  Street;  Sawmill. 

Wright  and  Woods,  Market  Place;  Motors. 

Williamson,  T.  L.,  The  Priory;  Coach  Work. 

St.  Neots  Paper  Mill,  Common  Road;  Clothing. 

Sharp,  J.,  Market  Square;  Mineral  Waters. 

Speed,  II.  Stanley,  Market  Square;  Dress. 

List  of  Workshops. 

Browning,  R.  W.,  Tin  Plate,  etc.,  Market  Square. 

Baker,  B.,  Baker,  Huntingdon  Street. 

Brown,  C.,  Baker,  Montague  Street. 

Chasty,  Miss  E.,  Dress,  Brook  Street. 

Clayton,  Saddlers,  etc.,  Market  Square. 

Sharman,  C.,  Tailor,  St.  Mary’s  Street,  Eyneshury . 

Jennings,  G.,  31,  Ferrars  Avenue  (outworker). 

Crompton  and  Son,  Cycle  Repairs,  Market  Square. 

Sharman,  C.,  Tailor,  St.  Mary’s  Street. 

Evans  and  Sons,  Builders,  Cambridge  Street. 

Edwards,  H.,  Baker,  Luke  Street. 

Forscutt,  R.  M.,  Dress,  Brook  Street. 

Daley  and  Pratt,  Tailors,  Huntingdon  Street. 

Hunts.  Motor  Company,  Motor  Repairs,  Cambridge  Street. 
Hollow,  R.  D.,  Tailor,  Cambridge  Street. 

Knight,  F.  J.,  Coal  Yard,  Priory  Road. 

Pratt,  P.  W.,  Baker,  Cambridge  Street. 

Plum  and  Son,  Confectioners,  High  Street. 

Kime  and  Co.,  Tailors,  High  Street. 

Love,  F.  C.,  Baker,  St.  Mary’s  Street. 

Marie  and  Frances,  Millinery,  Market  Square. 

Pashley,  A,,  Motor  Repairs,  Cambridge  Street. 

Rowell,  E,  A.,  Clothiers,  High  Street. 

Riseley,  F.  G.  (Exors,),  Draper,  High  Street, 
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Shepherd,  W,  S.,  Baker,  Brook  Street. 

Townsend  Bros,  and  Watts,  Builders,  Cambridge  Street, 

Wrycroft  and  Sons,  Builders,  Huntingdon  Street. 

Once  again  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  for 
their  invariable  courtesy  and  ready  help  to  my  colleagues,  the  Clerk  to  the 
L.A.  (Mr.  T.  Spencer),  the  Assistant  Clerk  (Mr.  Walker),  the  Meat 
Inspector  (Mr.  Bishop  Young),  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr. 
Phillips),  as  well  as  the  Chairman  and  individual  members  of  the  Council. 


St.  Neots, 


EDWARD  J.  CROSS,  M.O.H. 


Monthly  Reports. 


13th  January,  1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  and 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

STATISTICS. — Three  births  and  one  death  were  recorded  during  the  month 
of  December,  1936. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Report  herewith. 

HOUSING. — I  have  seen  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  report  and  inspected  most 
of  the  houses  which  he  mentions  with  him.  The  others  I  have  re¬ 
ported  upon  and  inspected  several  times.  Since  most  of  the  houses  on 
the  Inspector’s  list  were  classified  as  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reason¬ 
able  expense  as  long  ago  as  March,  1931,  by  your  then  S.I.  (Mr. 
Scott)  and  myself,  I  need  hardly  say  that  I  entirely  agree  with  Mr. 
Phillips. 

SMOKE  NUISANCE. — Mr.  Cadge  complained  of  a  nuisance  from  the 
chimney  in  Mr.  Eayrs’  yard.  I  visited  the  yard  and  could  see  nothing 
to  complain  about.  If  there  were  much  smoke  Mr.  Eayrs  would 
suffer  from  it  more  than  anyone  else;  therefore,  I  think  he  does  his 
best  to  prevent  it,  but,  of  course,  a  garden  like  Mr.  Cadge’s  or  a 
yard  like  Mr.  Eayrs’  and  his  neighbours  being  surrounded  as  they  are 
by  buildings  are  very  apt  to  be  polluted  by  smoke  when  the  wind  is 
blowing  in  certain  directions. 


3rd  March,  1937. 

STATISTICS. — Four  births  and  six  deaths  were  recorded  in  your  district 
during  the  month  of  February. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  was  notified  during  the  month. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — Mr.  Bishop  Young’s  report  herewith.  I  visited  the 
premises  and  am  satisfied  that  all  proper  precautions  were  taken. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. — I  have  analysed  the  water  from  the  pump  at  70, 
72,  74  and  76,  Luke  Street,  EyneHmry.  Although  not  prepared  to 
absolutely  condemn  this  water  as  unfit  for  drinking,  I  look  upon  it  with 
suspicion  b^ause  of  the  amount  of  chlorides,  nitrates  and  _  oxygen 
absorbed.  Since  the  town  supply  is  easily  available,  I  think  it  would 
be  wise  to  use  it.  These  cottages  need  properly  ventilated  food  stores. 

7th  April,  1937. 

STATISTICS. — Two  births  and  seven  deaths  were  recorded  in  the  district 
during  the  month  of  March. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — Two  cares  of  Pneumonia  were  notified.  Noth¬ 
ing  else. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Report  herewith. 

HOUSING.— I  went  into  Mr.  Freshwater’s  house  on  Berkley  Green  this 
afternoon.  I  was  unable  to  detect  the  repairs  which  Mr.  Freshwater 
said  he  had  effected.  The  windows  are  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair. 
The  spouting  is  useless,  it  is  deficient  in  several  places  and  in  others 
is  useless  because  the  roof  projects  beyond  it.  I  do  not  consider  that 
this  house  can  be  brought  up  to  a  standard  to  satisfy  the  Ministry  at 
a  reasonable  cost. 
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5th  May,  1937. 

STATISTICS. — Four  births  and  five  deaths  were  recorded  in  the  district 
during  the  month  of  April. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — One  case  of  Pneumonia  was  notified. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Report  herewith. 

SANITARY  OFFICER’S  REPORT.— Caravans,  etc.— Byelaws  for  these 
were  adopted  by  this  Council  in  May,  1929.  Surely  it  is  up  to  this 
Council  to  see  that  they  are  obeyed. 

HOUSING. — On  April  13th,  three  Inspectors  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
made  an  inspection  of  the  Rural  District.  Since  some  of  their  remarks 
apply  equally  to  the  Urban  District,  I  propose  to  mention  some  of 
them. 

In  their  representation  they  draw  attention  to  the  standard  of 
fitness  and  amenity  of  houses  a9  laid  down  in  Parts  II  and  III  of  the 
II . A. ,  1936;  also  to  Sec.  188  Sanitary  Defects.  These  include  lack 
of  air  space  or  of  ventilation,  darkness,  dampness,  absence  of  adequate 
and  readily  accessible  water  supply  or  sanitary  accommodation  or 
other  convenience,  inadequate  paving  or  drainage  of  court  yards  or 
passages. 

Sec.  12  (2),  (H.A.,  1936). — Average  height  of  a  room  must  be  at 
least  seven  feet.  This  completely  damns  Mr.  Freshwater’s  house  on 
Eynesbury  Green  because  it  is  barely  6ft.  4. 

Mem.  B.  (H.A.,  1935). — This  standard  does  not  represent  any  ideal 
standard  of  housing,  but  the  minimum  which  in  the  view  of  Parliament 
is  tolerable  while  at  the  same  time  capable  of  immediate  or  early 
enforcement. 

1st  September,  1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  has  been  been  notified  since  29th  April. 

HOUSING. — I  have  read  your  Sanitary  Officer’s  Report  and  am  generally 
in  agreement  with  it. 

The  Housing  Act,  1936,  para.  6,  empowers  you  to  make  and  enforce  bye¬ 
laws.  May  I  suggest  that  you  seriously  consider  the  advisability  of 
doing  so  ?  It  would  be  a  great  help  to  both  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself  if  we  had  a  standard  to  work  to.  I  also  think  it  would  be 
helpful  to  both  owners  of  houses  and  the  builders. 


6th  October,  1937. 

STATISTICS. — During  the  quarter  ending  30th  September  fifteen  births 
were  recorded  in  your  district,  viz.,  July  7th,  August  1st  and  September 
7th.  Six  deaths  were  notified  during  the  same  period,  viz.,  July  1st, 
August  3rd  and  September  2nd. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — No  case  has  been  notified  since  April  29th. 

MILK. — During  August  I  sent  eight  samples  for  examination.  I  regret 
to  say  that  the  reports  were  not  as  satisfactory  as  those  obtained  in 
March,  1934.  Then  out  of  eleven  samples  six  were  found  to  be  free 
from  B.  Coli.  But  out  of  the  eight  samples  recently  examined  only 
one  was  found  to  be  free.  I  know  that  it  was  hot  weather,  but  the 
dairy  men  can  and  should  do  better. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Report  herewith. 


3rd  November,  1937. 

STATISTICS.— Four  births  and  five  deaths  were  recorded  in  the  district 
during  the  month  of  October. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — One  case  of  S  arlet  Fever  (removed  to  Hospital), 
one  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  period. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — As  Mr.  Bishop  Young  is  present  he  will  present 
his  own  report. 

HUMANE  SLAUGHTERING. — On  Friday,  15th  October,  I  attended  the 
demonstration  at  Mr.  Eayrs’  slaughter  house.  I  was  not  impressed  by 
the  efficacy  of  the  new  method.  The  captive  bullet  did  not  penetrate 
the  skull  of  the  first  sheep  slain.  I  should  not  have  noticed  this  had 
not  Mr.  Bishop  Young  kindly  drawn  my  attention  to  it  and  advised 
me  to.  go  back  and  look  at  the  skull. 

In  skilled  hands  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  anything  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  the  two  method^,  and  in  unskilled  hands,  if  I  were  the  victim, 
I  should  prefer  the  old  method, 
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HOUSING.— I  have  read  the  Surveyor’s  Report  and  am  in  agreement  with 
it.  The  bouse  occupied  by  Mies  Andrew  on  the  Potion  Road  has  a 
nasty  crack  in  the  wall  which  I  think  should  be  attended  to  before  it 
gets  worse.  Neither  this  house  nor  the  adjoining  one  has  a  properly 
ventilated  food  store.  Would  it  not  be  wise  for  this  Council  to  have 
these  put  in  ?  They  need  cost  very  little  if  put  in  the  scullery.  The 
Council,  would  be  in  a  stronger  position  if  their  own  property  were 
beyond  reproach , 

No.  1,  Shortsands  Yard, — Mrs,  Hartop’s  house  is  badly  overcrowded. 
Charlie  (aet  15),  Harold  (19),  Gordon  (13)  and  Joyce  (15)  all  share 
one  room,  and  Dennis  (aet  10)  is  in  his  parents’  room. 

No.  2,  Mr,  Vale’s,  is  very  damp, 


2nd  December,  1937, 

STATISTICS. — I  have  not  yet  received  the  birth  returns  from  the  County 
M.O.H.  Five  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  month  of  November. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — One  case  of  Erysipelas  was  notified.  Nothing 
else, 

MEAT  INSPECTION.— Report  herewith, 

HOUSING. — I  have  inspected  the  houses  in  Old  School  Yard  belonging  to 
Mr.  _  Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards  appears  to  be  willing  to  spend  what  I 
consider  an  unreasonable  sum  on  alterations  and  repairs.  Provided 
his  specifications  are  satisfactory,  I  think  you  should  accept  them. 

I  have  also  again  inspected  Mr.  Hinsby’s  cottage  in  Lee’s  Yard.  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report.  I  do  not  see 
how  it  is  possible  to  put  in  a  ventilated  food  store.  I  do  not  attach1 
much  importance  to  the  school  being  built  a  few  inches  from  the  back 
wall  because  there  is  plenty  of  ventilation  in  front.  It  seems  to  me  a 
pity  to  demolish  there  cottages  because  the  tenants  are  happy  and 
comfortable,  but  I  fear  that  there  is  no  alternative.  I  should  delay 
the  demolition  as  long  as  possible. 


Housing  Acts,  1925-35,  Provisions  corresponding  to  the  following  section  in 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

SECTION  11.— DEMOLITION  OF  INSANITARY  HOUSES. 

Return  of  houses  dealt  with  since  1st  January,  1935. 


Date  of 
Demolition 
Order 

Name  of  Parish  and  Situation 
of  Unfit  House 

Number  of 
persons 
displaced 

Date 

House 

Closed 

Date  house 
actually 
demolished 

Remarks. 

Various  from 

St.  Neots  Various  Streets... 22 

64 

21 

4 

The  remaining 

20th  February, 
1935,  to  31st 
December,  1935 

Eynesbury  ditto  ...  6 

from 

21  houses 

houses 
closed  on 
various 
dates,  1935 

on  various 
dates  in 
1935 

houses  will  be  dealt 
with  when  houses 
now  being  built  are 
ready. 

4th  March  1936 

St.  Neots...  ...  ...  3 

None  at 
present 

— 

12 

on  various 
dates  in  1936 

Ditto 

1937,  January 
to  December 

St.  Neots.  Various  Streets... 30 

1"0 

23  houses 

6 

64  houses  are  in 

Eynesbury  ...  ...41 

105 

at  present 

closed  from 
29  January 
to  date 

since 

course  of  erection 

Housing  Acts,  1925-35,  Provisions  corresponding  to  the  following  section  in 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

SECTION  25.— CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

Return  of  houses  dealt  with  since  1st  January,  1935. 

NIL. 
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Housing  Acts,  1925-35,  Provisions  corresponding  to  the  following  section  in 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

SECTION  51.— RETURN  OF  HOUSES  RECONDITIONED  SINCE 
t  1st  JANUARY,  1935. 

Please  give  particulars  of  any  houses  in  respect  of  which  a  Certificate  has 
been  given  under  the  provisions  of  Section  55  of  the  Housing  Act,  1935. 


Owner’s  Name 

Tenant’s  Name  and  Situation  of  House 

Period  of 
Certificate 

Remarks 

N.  G.  Flawn 

3  houses  Huntingdon  Street,  St.  Neots 

Nil 

A.  Darrin  gton 

Berkeley  Street,  Eynesbury 

Nil 

NOTE.— No  Certificates  have  been  given  under  Section  55  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  The  Council 
have,  however,  agreed  to  grant  certificates  under  Section  51  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  in 
respect  of  the  following  houses  provided  works  agreed  upon  are  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Council.  These  works  are  proceeding  at  the  present  time. 

B.  Edwards 

5  houses,  situate  at  Eynesbury 

10  years 

W.  F.  Love 

J  i,  >,  ii 

5  years 

Mrs.  Hinsby, 

Buckden 

4  „  situate  off  High  Street.  St,  Neots 

5  years 

Return  of  Houses  constructed  by  the  Local  Authority  since  1st  January,  1935. 


Parish 

Act  or 
Scheme 

Type  (e.g., 
N.P.2, 
N.P.3,  etc.) 

Number 
under  each 
heading 

W  eekly 
Rent 

Rates 

Inclusive  Rent 
pf  chaiged) 

Remarks  fe.g.. 
extent  of  Exchequer 
Grant,  if  any; 

A  pprox. 

St.  Neots 

1930  Act 

N.P  3 

20 

4/- 

1/4 

Water  Rent 
16/2  per  annum 

£144 

Eynesbury 

1936  Act 

N.P.4 

6 

7/6 

2/8 

£1-9-2  „ 

No  house  of  this  lot 
was  completed  by 

N.P  3 

26 

5/6 

1/9* 

£1-2-2  „ 

31st  Dec ,  1937. 

All  the  houses  are 

N.P.2 

4 

«/6 

1/H 

14,6  „ 

not  yet  occupied, 
and  it  is  not 
known  as  to  the 
number  of  persons 

in  respect  of  which 
a  grant  will  be 
made  by  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Health. 

St.  Neots 

1936  Act 

N.P.4 

6 

7/6 

2/8 

£1-9-2  ,. 

These  28  houses  are 
in  course  of  erec- 

N.P.3 

18 

5/6 

1/9* 

£1-2-2  „ 

tion.  No  house 

is  yet  ready  for 

N.P.2 

4 

3/6 

1/1* 

14/6  „ 

occupation. 

84 

NOTE. — In  ease  the  information  may  be  of  any  use,  the  Council  previously  to  1935  erected 
86  houses  at  St.  Neots  under  the  Housing  Act,  1924. 


